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Monas, Maunas. — A «cpt of Ittjputs found almost exclusively 
in the Benares Division. According to their own aooouut they take 
their name from their eponymous ancestor Mannas or Monas fLishi. 
Their original home is said to have been Amber or J avpur, and the 
legend goo that a party of them, oomtng to bathe at Benares, envied 
the fertile plain, wliich is now the Lhadohi Pargana of the Miraapur 
District, acd conquered it from the .Khars, from whom it took its 
name. Their immigration from their home in Baj putlns is fixed by 
the tribal legend at some six or seven hundred, years ago. The 
enquiries, however, of Mr. Duthoit go to show that the Bhar rule in 
Bluulohi survived the Mulmmmailau conquest of Kaliauj by -»ome 
two centuries, during which it was in dependence on the Kan tit 
Oaharwftrs, and the rise of the Maunas power in Bhaiohi cannot 
lie fixed with oertaiuty before the time of Sflgar Kdfi, whose des* 
condant Jodh RM, in the third generation, obtained a giant of the 
pargana from the Empeior SluhjalUu. At one time they enjoyed 
considerable property, and used, it is said, to give their daughters 
in marriage to the ruling families of Mlnda and Kantit ; hut ir the 
general anarchy which ensued on the downfall of the Mughal Empire, 
they suffered from the aggressions of more powerful neighbours, 
in particular the famous Bal want Siuh of Benares. The Maunas 
ay that their Rija, Sin Bakhsli Siuh, was fraudulently induced to 
give up to Balwant Siuh tho royal grant [8kiii famd*) by which 
he held tbs pargana from the Mughal Government. At any rate, 
whether this be true or not, the greater part of the Maunas territory 
was absorbed into the Benares !Uj, and forms a considerable portion 
of the domains of His Highness the Mahlrljaof Benares. Naturally 
in the Mutiny the sept gave much trouble. They aie now, as a rule, 
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in great poverty, and till be tenants the lands their toroi'athere nsad to 
own. They are held in little estimation, and naw-a-daya give and 
t«ke girls from the septs of the Gaharwar, Bars, and Bisen of Msrzs- 
pnr and Benares. In Jsunpur they are reported to take brides 
from the Bisen, Raghubaasi, and Gian pat Khaaih septs, and to give 
brides to the Ragluibanai, RijKnmAr, Durgbanai, and Bais. 

2. In Bkadobi of Mirtr.pnr, which is ono of the chief seats of 
the sept, the Maums say that their original seat was Amber in 
RajpntSna, and some fifty generations ago some of them Btartod on 
a pilgrimage to Gaya. Bhwlohi was then ruled by the Bhara, and 
one of their Rajas ordered a Brfthman, named Siva Man, to give 
his daughter in marriage to the son of the Raja. The BrAlmian 
appealed, to many of the nerighhnuvht? Rfljas for protection t 
bait tliey failed him, until the party of Maunoa RAjputs took 
up his cause and finally captured Chauthflr, which was the chief 
stronghold u£ the Bhars. Thus they gained the oonntry. Their 
last Rdjn wm Takht Sink, who vra* overojmo by tho first HAja of 
Beuavee. Their gotrn is M«ua. They take brides from the Bison, 
Bois, Baultgoti, BhatKariya, B ban wag, Rikhhansi, Raghuban®, 
Baunakh, and Tieabiya septe ; and give girls to the Gnharwdr of 
M&nda and Bijaypar, Bachgcti, anil BombansL The Mannas of 
Bhadohi do not intermarry with Boghels, as aomu oE thair hrathran 
do. There are two grades in the Bept— one the real Maunns, and 
beneath them others, who were introduce! by being allowed to cat 
with the genuine Mannas. The latter marry in inferior septa and 
families. 



Ditiribttiion of ike Mauaai Jitijpuii by Ctueut, 1891. 
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